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so tliat all passed off without injury to the cause, or even
personally to any of its supporters. There were, in fact, five
degrees in the Hetsena. A candidate of the lowest class
(styled Adelphoi or Brothers), after a minute examination of
his past life and connexions, and after taking a dreadful
oath, under impressive circumstances, to be faithful in all
respects to the society and his afflicted country, and even to
assassinate his nearest and dearest relation if detected in
treachery, was instructed only in the general fact that a
design was on foot to ameliorate the condition of Greece.
The next degree of Systimenoi, or bachelors, who were
selected with more anxious discrimination, were informed
that this design was to move towards its object ly means of
a revolution. The third class, called Priests of Eleusis, were
chosen from the aristocracy ; and to them it was made
known that this revolution was near at hand ; and, also, that
there were in the society higher ranks than their own. The
fourth class was that of The, Pi elates:, and to this* order,
which never exceeded the number of one hundred and
sixteen, and comprehended the leading men of the nation,
the most unreserved information was given upon all the
secrets of the Hetasria ; after which they were severally
appointed to a particular district, as superintendent of its
interests, and as manager of the whole correspondence on its
concerns with the Grand Arch. This, the crowning order
and key-stone of the society, was reputed to comprehend
sixteen " mysterious and illustrious names," amongst which
were obscurely whispered those of the Czar, the Crown
Prince of Bavaria and of Wurtemberg, of the Hospodar of
Wallachia, of Count Capodistria, and some others. The
orders of the Grand Arch were written in cipher, and bore a
seal having in sixteen compartments the same number of
-initial letters. The revenue which it commanded must have
been considerable ; for the lowest member, on his novitiate,
was expected to give at least fifty piastres (at that time about
two pounds sterling); and those of the higher degrees gave
from three hundred to one thousand each. The members
communicated with each other, in mixed society, by masonic
signs.

It cannot be denied that a secret society with the grand